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Merry Wives of Windsor
Probably written in 1597-8, Merry Wives is Shakespeare's most middle-class play in setting, subject matter, and outlook. It's also one of his most farcical works, using physical gags and linguistic jokes to establish a comic tone that influence the play's ultimate spirit of reconciliation, after all the intrigues have been sorted out.
Merry Wives gives an impression of life in an English provincial town as it was lived at the time of the play's first performance. It refers to other, older plays; the main plot closely resembles Il Pecorone, a 1558 Italian play by Ser Giovanni Fiorentino. This plot and the primary subplot also draw on ancient Roman comedy and medieval farce. Though the play does contain characters both above and below the middle class, as well as culturally stereotyped foreigners, ultimately everything functions to demonstrate the assimilating power of the middle class.

· Focused elements:
Focus on Shakespeare’s life and on play (as an introduction)
Method:
Quiz: “Who wants to be a Millionaire?”
· Materials:
PowerPoint Presentation with questions, computer, cards (with A, B, C and D written on them), perhaps some sweets (as a reward)
· Age and previous knowledge:
Language knowledge is acquired as well as previous knowledge about Shakespeare and his piece “Merry Wives of Windsor” is required: 9th – 10th grade (15-16 years)
· Learning target:
Shakespearean knowledge: To learn about Shakespeare’s life and the time his was living 
Foreign language competences: Evokes curiosity and activates pre-knowledge; Vocabulary as well as communication skills will be trained 


	- 1 -
