Much Ado About Nothing 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teaching unit:  “Shakespeare in the 21 st century? – A rapper!”  _
Team: Ebru Calisan, Caroline Dombrowski, Lara Zeyssig
Who?: This teaching unit is suitable for all grades but with different degrees of difficulty (the amount of the teacher’s help due to the vocabulary, translating, paraphrasing, the organization of the pair respective group work, etc.). 
When/Where?: Maybe it can be done during a project week; consequently, the teacher would not have to give any marks so that the “fun” instead of any marking pressure would be in the centre of attention.
How to teach pupils a comedy whose author most of them consider to be old-fashioned and boring? Nowadays, many pupils at secondary-one-schools have difficulties in reading texts in their mother tongue; therefore, they do not really understand what they are reading and characterize reading in general as well as the texts they have to read as boring and stupid. Shakespeare’s works are not only written in Old English (“old-fashioned”) but also very demanding even for the average native speaker at the age of German secondary-one-pupils. As a consequence, you as prospective teachers have to find ways to catch those pupils attention as well.
Undoubtedly, there are different ways to work with literary texts. One way is to let pupils rewrite “Much Ado About Nothing”, one of Shakespeare’s famous comedies, as a rap. It will be the pupils’s decision if they wish their rap to refer to the whole comedy using their raps as a modern version of a summary, or to parts of it. Moreover, they will be allowed to choose the perspective from which the text will be rapped; it will be possible to refer to all characters' points of view, a few or only one character’s perspective. The play’s content does not have to be strictly adhered to; but if the content is changed, the pupils have to inform their teacher and classmates to make sure that they have understood what the work is originally about. 
As it would be too difficult for these pupils to read several pages of the original Shakespearian text on their own, it will be the teacher’s task to choose passages and to prepare them, i.e., if necessary, shorten them, explaining vocabulary etc. Of course, you cannot let pupils write their rap in this teaching unit’s first lesson; at first, an introduction to the subject is needed: present the comedy’s content, let them read important passages, present or recall a rap’s criteria (rhyming lyrics, musical instruments  maybe you could ask the music teacher for help), show them examples, etc. If they work in pairs or groups, it should be clear that everybody will be responsible for a special part, e.g., one stanza so that nobody gets the opportunity to burden other classmates with their own work. What is more, the pupils have to know that they are not allowed to use insulting words, and that they have to speak English as often as possible. 
LERNZIELE der Unterrichtseinheit “Shakespeare in the 21 st century? – A rapper!” _
1. Grobziel
Die SuS erschließen sich sowohl einen kognitiven als auch affektiven Zugang zu einem von vielen dieser Altersklasse als „old-fashioned“ bezeichneten literarischen Klassiker durch den Gebrauch einer zeitgenössischen und von ihnen akzeptierten sowie für sie bekannten Form, sich mitzuteilen.
2. Feinziele
2.1 Kommunikative Kompetenzen
Die SuS entwickeln ihre Fähigkeit, die Zielsprache Englisch zu verwenden, um eigene Gefühle sowie die der Charaktere der Komödie, in die sie sich hineinversetzen müssen, auszudrücken. Daneben schulen sie durch das Verfolgen von Beiträgen ihrer Klassenkameraden ihr Gehör für die englische Sprache.
2.2 Verfügbarkeit von sprachlichen Mitteln und sprachliche Korrektheit

Die SuS erweitern ihre Kenntnis bzgl. ihres Wortschatzes, um Einstellungen, Interessen, Werte und Gefühle sowohl innerhalb ihrer eigenen Raptexte als auch bei der Evaluation der Texte ihrer Mitschüler darzustellen.

2.3 Methodische Kompetenzen
Die SuS üben sich in Toleranz, indem sie sich einer für die meisten auf den ersten Blick unangenehmen Sache offen gegenüber verhalten müssen. Sie erfahren, dass Dinge trotz ihrer unterschiedlichen Erscheinung/Form (Erzähltext versus Rap(Gedicht-/Song-)text) Ähnlichkeiten aufweisen und sehr wohl miteinander vereinbar sind. Abgesehen für den Gebrauch im Umgang mit Literatur ist diese Fähigkeit außerdem in anderen Bereichen sowie vor allem im zwischenmenschlichen Umgang von großer Bedeutung.
