
Passport

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH II

This is a collaborative project. The Linguistic Risk-
Taking passport and initiative originated at the 
University of Ottawa, Canada.
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Dear Passport Holder,

Welcome to the Linguistic Risk-Taking 
initiative. This passport will help you 
discover new and unique ways to use 
English.

The original Linguistic Risk-Taking initiative 
was created at the University of Ottawa’s 
Official Languages and Bilingualism Institute 
(OLBI) by a team led by Prof. Dr. Nikolay 
Slavkov.

On behalf of our team of professors, staff 
members, and students, we wish you happy 
Linguistic Risk-Taking!

LRT project team,
Department of English II, University of 
Cologne



WHY LINGUISTIC RISK-TAKING?

A linguistic risk is an authentic, everyday 
communication task that some language 
learners may shy away from and may need 
special encouragement to engage in. Research 
has shown that some learners hesitate to take 
risks and do not always benefit from extra 
opportunities to practice their second or 
additional language inside or outside of the 
language classroom. Real-life communication is 
not stress-free; it may involve “risk factors” 
such as making mistakes, being misunderstood, 
misunderstanding others, taking on a different 
identity, changing language-use habits, and so 
on. This is why some learners tend to stay within 
the comfort zone of their preferred language 
when going about their daily business on 
campus and beyond, thus missing out on 
opportunities to “live” bilingually or 
multilingually. The passport is intended to 
encourage you to take various linguistic risks 
that will boost your confidence in your second 
or additional language. This passport will guide 
you in turning your daily routines into linguistic 
risks and it is designed for English as the target 
language. However, in many cases you can 
extend its use to other languages that you may 
be learning.
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RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

It‘s simple and it‘s fun:

• Take as many risks as possible from the list 
included in this passport.

• Give yourself a check mark (✓) for each risk 
taken:
• Most risks can be repeated up to three 

times (see number of checkboxes by 
each risk).

• Risks can be taken in any order you like.
• You do not need to undertake all risks 

listed.
• Each time you undertake a risk, indicate 

whether you thought the level of risk 
was Low (L), Medium (M), or High (H) 
by circling the corresponding letter 
next to the checkbox.

• Feel free to use the blank passport pages 
provided at the end to propose additional 
risks.
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Example 1: I read the rules of 
engagement of the linguistic risk-
taking passport.

Example 2: I talked about the linguistic 
risk-taking passport with a friend.

LINGUISTIC RISKS

Comments: 
___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Most risks can be repeated up to three times 
(see number of checkboxes by each risk); no 
particular order is required; please rate each 

risk as Low (L), Medium (M), or High (H) 
each time you undertake it.

✓
✓

✓

✓
✓
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1. I submitted a class assignment or a 
paper in English.

2. I studied for an exam in English.

3. I took an exam in English.

4. I participated in class discussions in 
English.

5. I gave an oral presentation to the 
whole class in English.

Academic

4

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



6. I contributed to a plenary discussion 
held in English in a class taught in a 
lecture hall.

7. I wrote an academic text without 
using AI or any translation tool.

8. I used phraseology from an 
academic text I read and used it in my 
own writing. 

9. I participated in a survey in English.

10. I went to my instructor to seek 
advice on improving my English skills. 

Academic

5

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



11. I asked my instructor / professor for 
feedback on something I produced.

12. I used English in a setting in which I 
will be graded based on my linguistic 
skills.

13. I made a contribution in class 
although I felt unsure about my 
statement.

14. I made a contribution in class about 
a topic I feel strongly about.

15. I made a contribution in class 
although my opinion deviated from 
those expressed by others.

Academic

6

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



16. I deliberately joined a group with 
more fluent English speakers for group 
work.

17. I sent an email to a university 
professor in English.

18. I spoke English in a class that was 
not a language class.

19. I asked for clarification / repetition / 
elaboration of something in class.

20. I admitted that I didn’t know the 
answer to a question in a class held in 
English.
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Academic

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



21. I used English during group work in 
class.

22. I shared my experiences of taking 
linguistic risks with a fellow student.

23. I shared my experience of taking 
linguistic risks with an instructor.

24. I made an agreement with my 
professor / instructor to be more 
insistent on English being spoken in 
class.

25. I made an agreement with 
classmates to be insistent on English 
being spoken in class.

Academic

8

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



26. I left a voicemail in English.

27. I told a friend about the linguistic 
risk-taking passport in English.

28. I spoke to a loved one in English.

29. I spoke English to a friend with 
whom I normally speak German or 
another language.

30. I spoke English with my friend.

Spoken interactions
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Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



31. I made a phone call in English.

32. I used English at work.

33. I helped someone who does not 
speak English by translating for them.

34. I had a job interview in English. 

35. I used English when traveling 
abroad.

Spoken interactions
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Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



36. I spoke to my siblings in English.

37. I spoke to a flight attendant in 
English.

38. I initiated a conversation with a 
stranger who knew English.

39. I spoke with a classmate in English.

40. I spoke English all day.

Spoken interactions
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Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



41. I stopped someone and asked for 
directions in English.

42. I had an emotional conversation in 
English.

43. I had a discussion on a 
controversial topic in English.

44. I helped a tourist by giving 
directions in English.

45. I asked someone to tell me about 
their day in English.

Spoken interactions

12

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



46. I had a conversation with a native 
speaker.

47. I thanked someone in English for 
holding the door for me.

48. I complimented a stranger in 
English.

49. I attended an English-speaking 
networking event.

50. I babysat or tutored someone in 
English.

Spoken interactions

13

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



51. I prepared a resume or a cover letter 
in English. 

52. I sent a text message in English.

53. I made a social media post in 
English.

54. I participated in an online forum / 
discussion board in English.

55. I wrote a journal entry in English.

Writing

14

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



56. I wrote a story in English. 

57. I wrote a short book review in 
English (on social media).

58. I wrote a summary of a news article 
in English.

59. I wrote a to-do list in English.

60. I wrote my own song lyrics in 
English.

Writing

15

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



61. I wrote a poem in English.

62. I wrote a thank-you note to a loved 
one in English.

63. I wrote a review for a product or 
service in English.

Writing

16

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



64. I read a book or magazine in 
English.

65. I read a news article in English.

66. I read and followed a recipe in 
English.

67. I read and followed instructions in 
English.

68. I read a newsletter in English.

Reading

17

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



69. I read into a topic I am interested in 
using English websites / sources.

70. I read a novel in English.

71. I read a short book review in English 
on social media.

72. I received a bilingual email and read 
the English part.

73. I used a dictionary, an online 
corpus, or another source to look up 10 
new words in English.

Reading

18

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



74. I listened to five songs sung in 
English.

75. I listened to five songs sung in 
English and explained the lyrics / 
meaning to someone afterwards.

76. I subscribed/listened to a podcast 
episode in English.

77. I created a playlist with favorite 
songs in English.

78. I took an audio tour or a guided tour 
in English.

Listening

19

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



79. I signed up for a webinar in English.

80. I listened to a radio station in 
English.

81. I listened to a House of Commons / 
Congress debate.

82. I listened to a press conference in 
English. 

83. I listened to a newscast in English.

Listening

20

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



84. I listened to a TED talk in English.

85. I listened to a variety show in 
English.

86. I listened to an episode of a web 
series in English. 

87. I listened to a political podcast in 
English. 

88. I listened to an audiobook in 
English.

Listening

21

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



89. I participated in an English-
language quiz night.

90. I spoke to a stranger in English 
during a night out. 

91. I went to karaoke and sang a song in 
English.

92. I watched a movie or show at home 
in English with subtitles. 

93. I watched a movie or show at home 
in English without subtitles.

Leisure

22

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



94. I saw a film at a movie theater in 
English.

95. I watched a documentary in 
English.

96. I watched a YouTube video in 
English.

97. I played a board game in English.

98. I played Scrabble in English without 
a dictionary.

Leisure

23

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



99. I played trivia or a word game in 
English.

100. I participated in an English-only 
fun event (e.g. collaborating with the 
Fachschaft). 

101. I initiated an English-only fun event 
(e.g. collaborating with the Fachschaft).

102. I participated in an international 
exchange setting.

103. I watched my favorite sport on TV 
in English.

Leisure

24

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



104. I went to see a play in English.

105. I listened to a short film in English.

106. I watched five TikTok videos in 
English.

107. I watched a video about a science 
topic in English.

Leisure

25

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



108. I downloaded and used a 
smartphone app in English.

109. I used Google apps in English.

110. I switched the language of my 
smartphone / tablet to English for one 
day. 

111. I switched the language of my 
smartphone / tablet to English for one 
week.

112. I switched the language of my 
smartphone / tablet to English 
permanently.

Technology 

26

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



113. I switched the language of my 
computer to English for one day. 

114. I switched the language of my 
computer to English for one week. 

115. I switched the language of my 
computer to English permanently. 

116. I used a self-checkout machine in 
English.

117. I used an English-only chatbot or AI 
assistant to practice conversations.

Technology 

27

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



118. I ordered pizza on the phone or 
online in English.

119. I ordered my food from the drive-
through in English.

120. I bought a bus ticket or made other 
travel arrangements in English.

121. I applied for a visa in English. 

122. I filled out a form in English.

Daily life

28

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



123. I activated a new credit / debit 
card using English.

124. I made an appointment in English.

125. I asked for service in English at a 
museum, government building, or 
community center.

126. I used Google Maps or GPS in 
English.

Daily life

29

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



127. I spoke English to a professor / 
instructor outside of class.

128. I used English at a campus 
recreation location (e.g. gym, pool, 
etc.)

129. I stopped someone on campus and 
asked for the time in English.

130. I stopped someone on campus and 
asked for directions to a lecture hall or 
classroom in English.

131. I attended an event on campus (e.g. 
activity, lecture, etc.) in English.

On campus

30

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



132. I borrowed English material from 
the library.

133. I attended the English Language 
Table.

134. I attended an academic lecture 
outside my required courses in English.

135. I ordered food on campus in 
English.

On campus

31

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



136. I prayed in English.

137. I told a personal story in English to 
an audience or a group.

138. I attempted to use humor to tell a 
joke in English.

139. I exposed myself to a context / 
experience of using English that has 
made me feel anxious in the past.

140. I used a word / expression I knew 
wasn’t an optimal choice to express my 
communicative intention at the time.

Others

32

Comments: 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

PROPOSE YOUR OWN 
RISKS

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Use these blank pages to describe additional 
risks that you may have undertaken 

(optional). Please rate each risk as Low (L), 
Medium (M), or High (H).
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_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

PROPOSE YOUR OWN 
RISKS

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Use these blank pages to describe additional 
risks that you may have undertaken 

(optional). Please rate each risk as Low (L), 
Medium (M), or High (H).
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LINGUISTIC RISK-TAKER PROFILE

I am eager to use my 

second language 

everywhere on campus 

and beyond!

I am not a native 

speaker of this 

language and I am 

okay with that!

Yes, I may have an 
accent but that’s 
what makes me 

unique!

I am not afraid of making errors; they are natural and normal in language use
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SELF-ASSESSMENT

1 . I am more comfortable speaking English with 
strangers.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

2. I am more comfortable speaking English with 
people I know.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

3. Overall, I am more comfortable taking risks in 
English.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

4. I am more likely to communicate in English 
outside of the classroom.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

5. I am inspired to use English more often.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

6. My confidence in English has improved.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

7. This passport has helped me discover new 
opportunities for practicing English.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

8. Overall, this experience had a positive impact 
on my English skills.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

After having completed the 
passport…
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SELF-ASSESSMENT

1 . Reflection of LRT has led to me to recognize 
that failure, anxiety, discomfort and stress are a 
natural part of language use and language 
learning.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

2. This realization will translate into my feeling 
more empathy toward my future students’ 
learning experiences.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

3. Due to our reflection of LRT, I see taking 
linguistic risks as empowering, making me 
proud and contributing to language enjoyment.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

4. This realization will lead me to reflect on LRT 
with my future students and to show them paths 
toward language enjoyment.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

5. As a language educator, I plan to implement 
LRT in my future language classroom.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

6. I believe LRT can contribute to language 
learner well-being.
Strongly Disagree – Disagree – Neutral – Agree – Strongly Agree

After having completed the 
passport…
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

38

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________



ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________
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This is a collaborative project with the Linguistic 
Risk-Taking initiative led by Prof. Dr. Nikolay 

Slavkov at the Official Languages and Bilingualism 
Institute of the University of Ottawa, Canada. For 

more details about the original version of the 
Linguistic Risk-Taking passport, please click here: 

https://www.uottawa.ca/about-us/official-
languages-bilingualism-

institute/ccerbal/research-groups/linguistic-risk

This passport was adapted by the LRT project 
team, Department of English II, University of 

Cologne. For more information, please click here:

https://anglistik2.phil-fak.uni-
koeln.de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/linguistic-

risk-taking

https://www.uottawa.ca/about-us/official-languages-bilingualism-institute/ccerbal/research-groups/linguistic-risk
https://www.uottawa.ca/about-us/official-languages-bilingualism-institute/ccerbal/research-groups/linguistic-risk
https://www.uottawa.ca/about-us/official-languages-bilingualism-institute/ccerbal/research-groups/linguistic-risk
https://anglistik2.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/linguistic-risk-taking
https://anglistik2.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/linguistic-risk-taking
https://anglistik2.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/linguistic-risk-taking

